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The Conservancy

ConnECTION

 March 2004 
Board Of Trustees News


At the February 24, 2004 Board of Trustees meeting, the following officers and committee assignments were made:

Mike Koenig – President

Cheryl Driscoll – Vice President and Communications Coordinator

Bill Hudspeth – Treasurer and Landscape Committee Liaison

Mary Nixon – Secretary

Julie Firr – Member at Large, Social and Recreation  Committee Liaison

Barry Johnson – Member at Large and Architectural Review Board Liaison

Ann Jones  -  Member at Large  and Liaison with Planning and Zoning for Meadowbrook of Leesburg.

Board members’ phone numbers and email addresses can be found on our web site, www.WoodleaManor.org.

For your information, the Woodlea Manor Board of Trustees meets in the clubhouse on the fourth Tuesday of every month.  The meetings start at 6:30 p.m. and last two to three hours.  Homeowners are welcome to attend the meetings.  If you have a particular item you would like to have added to the agenda, you can call TWC Association Management at 703-437-5800.  There is also a time slot on each agenda for members to address the Board. 

The meeting dates for the rest of the year are as follows: March 23, April 27, May 25, June 22, July 27, August 24, September 28, October 26 and November 23.  It’s always best to call TWC the day of the meeting just to confirm that there haven’t been any last minute changes.  We will soon begin publishing the agenda for each meeting on the web site a few days in advance.  We are also purchasing new portable announcement  signs that will be posted at the entrances to Woodlea Manor to remind owners of the meetings.

   Meadowbrook Of Leesburg

Did you know that the Leesburg Planning and Zoning Department is considering rezoning the property around Evergreen Mill Elementary School, between route 15 and Masons Lane which would allow 1,356 single family homes, townhouses, attached houses and multi-family dwellings (apartments/condo’s) to be built on this parcel?  This tract is the last remaining large parcel of land within the town limits.  CENTEX is currently under contract to purchase the land.  It is currently zoned R-1 which allows for 1 unit per acre, however, CENTEX is requesting rezoning from the Town which would allow 5 times as many units for a total of 1,356 homes.  If you would like to find out more and combine efforts with fellow Woodlea residents as well as residents from most, if not all other SW neighborhoods, please call Ann Jones (703) 779-4912.  We need to coordinate efforts with neighbors and other residents of SW Leesburg to appeal to the Town Council on this matter.  We must work together to ensure that the property is developed in a way that this area can support and that we can all live with, especially considering that this new development will be less than a mile away from us!

A meeting will be held at the Woodlea Manor clubhouse on Tuesday, March 2 at 7:00 p.m. for residents to discuss the CENTEX development project.  Board member, Ann Jones, will lead this effort.  CENTEX has been meeting individually with neighborhoods and held a public session on February 26 at Simpson Middle School.  So far, the Town of Leesburg Zoning and Planning Department has rejected the CENTEX proposal to rezone the land from R-1 (1 home per acre) to denser zoning.  CENTEX is also asking to realign Battlefield Parkway so it would no longer line up with Meade Drive.
Neighborhood Watch and Home Security

Residents of Woodlea Manor are continuing efforts to form a Neighborhood Watch program.  As stated in the last newsletter, 234 participants and signed forms are required to have the Leesburg Police Department establish this program and post signs at our 3 neighborhood entrances.  The Neighborhood Watch Program as presented to us in November last year is not like programs of the past where residents were required to take turns patrolling.  Instead it is based on observing and reporting suspicious behavior.  The program will not only make our neighborhood a safer place to live, but the free interactive presentations by the Leesburg Police Department will allow us to learn about and provide input on crime trends in our area, as well as educate us on home, auto, and personal security.  Any member of your family 16 years or older can participate. Please plan to attend a meeting at the clubhouse on Sunday, March 7th from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.  For more information, call homeowner Mike Marrotte at
703-669-3929.

Burglary Prevention Class

Officer Spurlock of the Leesburg Police Department will present a seminar on burglary prevention at the Woodlea Manor Clubhouse on Thursday, March 11 from 7:30 – 9:00 p.m.  No RSVP necessary.

Officer Spurlock has also offered to do FREE individual assessments of homes for burglary prevention.  To schedule this, either speak to him on 3/11 or call him at the Leesburg Police Department at (703) 771-4500.
ARB Reminders

The Architectural Review Board is currently meeting on the second and fourth Monday of every month, but only if it has applications to consider.  Therefore, if you have plans for improvements to submit, they must be in TWC’s office no later than the Wednesday before the next ARB meeting.  TWC reviews plans before forwarding them to the ARB.  If information is missing, it will be requested from you before your application is mailed to the ARB.

Here are some helpful hints that will allow your application to be processed quickly:

· Include a copy of the plan for your lot with the improvements drawn in.  For decks or screened porches, front and side views must also be included.

· Provide dimensions for the improvement, including the height of a deck or screened porch above grade.  If your improvements will be more then 5 feet above grade, a landscaping plan to screen the posts must accompany your application.

· If any part of the improvement will be painted, the ARB needs to know what color will be used.  If the wood will be left natural, this should be noted as well.  You also must specify the building materials to be used.

· If you submit large size architectural drawings that can’t be photocopied easily, you need to provide two sets of plans.

· Faxed applications are acceptable as long as they are legible.

· Many homeowners forget to include details for pergolas, trellises, and stair rails.  Not all of them are the same, so be sure to provide a diagram.

If you failed to submit an application for something, you should do it retroactively.  In this case, photos of the existing improvements are very helpful.

Playground Survey Results

Woodlea Manor’s Board of Trustees sent a playground survey to the residents in November, asking the level of interest for a community playground.  The Board of Trustees wanted to know if there was enough interest in having a Woodlea Manor Community playground before moving forward in investigating all options.

The Woodlea Manor Playground survey results are in.  58% of Woodlea Manor homes responded to the survey as follows: 134 NO, 130 YES, 7 UNDECIDED.  The Woodlea Manor Board discussed the results at the 2/24 Board meeting and unanimously voted not to further pursue a community playground at the recreation facility, since only 28% of the residents voted YES.
Water Feed Lines

Perhaps you’ve noticed your neighbor’s yard being torn up to replace the water line running from the street to their house?  Why is this happening, you wonder?

There is a problem with the polybutylene (PB) pipe that was installed when some of our homes were built.  These pipes are nearing the end of their 10-year life and some of them are leaking and breaking.  This results in a loss of water supply to your home.  The problem is not limited to Woodlea Manor; it’s happening throughout Loudoun County and nationwide.  And yet, there has been no information provided to us by the Town, County builders or anyone else.  So we must educate ourselves.

To do so, call the Consumer Plumbing Recovery Center at 1-800-392-7591 or visit their website at http://www.pbpipe.com to learn more about the Class Action suit that has already been undertaken.  Become aware of the signs that this problem is about to occur and what you should do when it does.

Signs to watch for:

· You’ve completely lost the water supply within your home or notice a decrease in water pressure.

· You notice brown water coming from your faucet.

· On a dry day, there may be signs of water appearing near the water shut off valve cover in front of your home or your front yard may be continually wet.

· Your sump pump is continuously cycling even though it’s not raining.

If you lose your water pressure:

· Call the Town of Leesburg to have them turn off the water to your house at the street.  Call (703) 771-2701 M-F 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. or the emergency after hours number (703) 771-4500.

· Call the CPRC (Consumer Plumbing Recovery Center) 1-800-392-7591 to arrange for their local plumbing contractor to come to your house.
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